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APELL 2025

Policy Advocacy and Contribu-
tions

APELL is a partner for policymakers in the Eu-
ropean Commission, the Parliament, and
other EU institutions. At events and conferen-
ces, APELL is a point of contact towards the
entire European Open Source business
community, promoting a sovereign, inclusive,
ethical digital market and policies that create
an environment conducive to the development
of Open Source business in Europe.

To this end, APELL participates in public de-
bates, contributes to consultations, relevant
policy and legislative work, as well as setting
agenda points and raising awareness for the
Open Source ecosystem, its specific strengths
and needs, as well as its strategic importance
for the EU. In 2025, APELL has contributed to

EU policy, including:

Artificial Intelligence, EU Budget, Public Pro-
curement, EuroStack, the new Cloud and Al
Development Act, Digital Networks Act, the
European Standardisation Framework, and
the revision of the New Legislative Frame-
work.

The Magic of Open Source at the EU Digital
Sovereignty Summit, Berlin

APELL Events

Besides contributing to public events and
events with partners, APELL organises own
events to contribute to its mission. In January

2025, APELL co-organised the full-day EU-Po-
licy Devroom at FOSDEM, that drew crowds
at the largest Free and Open Source Software
conference in Europe. The evening before
FOSDEM, the APELL Drinks at FOSDEM
2025 attracted more than 50, continuing the
tradition started in 2024 (to be continued...!).

APELL Conference 2025

On the occasion of the Polish EU Presidency,
the annual APELL Conference took place in
Warsaw in June, attracting around 30 distingui-
shed guests from all over Europe, including
CEOs, researchers, and developers from the
European Open Source industry!

In September, APELL organised its Open
Source policy breakfast in the European
Parliament, hosted by MEP Matthias Ecke. In
December, a first edition of Open Source Poli-
cy Drinks took place, building stronger relati-
ons with policy advisors and assistants in the
European Parliament and Commission.

At the French-German Summit for European
Digital Sovereignty on 18 November, APELL
was one of only six organisations to be selec-
ted for an exhibition booth. Together with
CNLL, OSBA, we presented the Magic of
Open Source, displaying success stories and
continuing to establish ourselves as contact
points for policy and decision-makers.

Our Declaration of Digital Independence with
more than 100 partners, launched alongside
the summit, to declare that digital sovereignty
is possible now — with Open Source.
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APELL 2025

Represented by Peter Ganten, member of the
board, and Sebastian Raible, Director EU Af-
fairs, APELL hosted the International Track at
Open Source Experience Paris on 10 & 11
December.

EU Projects

As a consortium partner, APELL is engaged in
two EU projects. The European Open Source
Awards inaugural awards took place on 30 Ja-
nuary in Brussels, ahead of FOSDEM. The first
EOSA ceremony will be held ahead of FOS-
DEM 2026.

APELL provides consulting and mentorship
within the Business Circle initiative to pro-
jects funded under the NGI0 Commons Fund.

Network of Partners

In 2025, APELL has entered partnerships
with four organisations and is in discussion
with several more.

Partnerships contribute to APELL's mission to
increase opportunities for its members and
raise awareness for the strategic importance
of Open Source!
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APELL is Growing

At the APELL Conference 2025, two new
Members officially joined APELL, taking it to
nine members total.

In March, DOSBA (Dutch Open Source Busi-
ness Association) joined APELL, followed by
DOSL (Danske Open Source Leverandgrer)
in June. More candidates are interested.
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Supporting APELL: the Advisory
Board

At the start of this year, APELL and its national
member organisations created the APELL Ad-
visory Board, a structure to provide reliable in-
come and sustainable funding for APELL and
its activities at European level.

As the umbrella organisation of national Open
Source business associations, APELL does not
have individual businesses as members. The
Advisory Board allows businesses to support
APELL and to have direct influence on the
focal points of APELL’s policy work, invol-
ving them in ongoing discussions and develop-
ments in the EU around Open Source at an
early stage.

Join the APELL Advisory Board toda
and contribute to APELL’s mission and
policy work!
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APELL in 2026

As reliable partner for decision-makers,
APELL will continue to drive policy that is
conducive to Open Source business in
Europe and that leverages the benefits of
digital sovereignty with Open Source.

In 2026, APELL is driving policy that
stimulates Open Source uptake in both
the public and the private sector.
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